
Parent or Teacher Checklist 
 
This is not a complete list, but should give you an idea of the new requirements for first grade 
students. Check each standard that your child does independently on a regular basis. 

 
Section 1 – English Language Arts 

 
First Grade English Language Arts 

Reading Standards for Literature and Informational Text 
Reading Standard: Key Ideas and Details 
 
____ Asks and answers questions about key details in a text. 
____ Describes characters, settings, and major events in a story, using key details. 
____ Describes the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a 

text. 
Reading Standard: Craft and Structure 
 
____ Identifies words and phrases in stories or poems that suggest feelings or appeals to the senses. 
____ Explains major differences between books that tell stories and books that give information, 

drawing on a wide reading of a range of text types. 
____ Identifies who is telling the story at various points in a text. 

Reading Standard: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
 
____ Uses illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters, setting, or events. 
____ Compares and contrasts the adventures and experiences of characters in stories. 
____ Identifies basic similarities in and differences between two texts on the same topic  
         (e.g., in illustrations, descriptions, or procedures). 

Writing standards 
____ Writes opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book they are writing 

about, states an opinion, supplies a reason for the opinion, and provides some sense of 
closure. 

____ Writes informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supplies some facts about 
the topic, and provides some sense of closure. 

____ Writes narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately sequenced events, includes 
some details regarding what happened, uses temporal words to signal event order, and 
provides some sense of closure. 

Speaking and Listening 
____ Asks and answers questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented 

orally or through other media. 
____ Describes people, places, things, and events with relevant details, expressing ideas and 

feelings clearly.  
____ Asks and answers questions about what a speaker says in order to gather additional 

information or clarifies something that is not understood. 
 

 
  



Section 2 – Mathematics 
 

First Grade Math Standards  
Operations and Algebraic Thinking 

____ Uses addition and subtraction within 20 to solve word problems involving situations of 
adding to, taking from, putting together, taking apart, and comparing, with unknowns in all 
positions, e.g., by using objects, drawings, and equations with a symbol for the unknown 
number to represent the problem. 

____ Solves word problems that call for addition of three whole numbers whose sum is less than or 
equal to 20, e.g., by using objects, drawings, and equations with a symbol for the unknown 
number to represent the problem. 

____ Adds and subtracts within 20, demonstrating fluency for addition and subtraction within 10. 
Uses strategies such as counting on; making ten (e.g., 8 + 6 = 8 + 2+  4=10 + 4 = 14); 
decomposing a number leading to a ten (e.g., 13 – 4 = 13 – 3 – 1 = 10 – 1 = 9); using the 
relationship between addition and subtraction (e.g., knowing that 8 + 4 = 12, one knows 12 – 
8 = 4); and creating equivalent but easier or known sums (e.g., adding 6 + 7 by creating the 
known equivalent 6 + 6 + 1 = 12 + 1 = 13). Represents addition and subtraction with objects, 
fingers, mental images, drawings, sounds, (e.g., claps), acting out situations, verbal 
explanations, expressions, or equations. 

Number and Operations in Base Ten 
____ Understands that the two digits of a two-digit number represents amounts of tens and ones. 
____ Given a two-digit number, mentally finds 10 more or 10 less than the number, without having 

to count; explains the reasoning used. 
____ Understands that in adding two-digit numbers, one adds tens and tens, ones and ones; and 

sometimes it is necessary to compose a ten. 

Measurement and Data 
____ Orders three objects by length; compares the lengths of two objects indirectly by using a third 

object. 
____ Tells and writes time in hours and half-hours using analog and digital clocks. 
____ Organizes, represents, and interprets data with up to three categories; asks and answers 

questions about the total number of data points, how many in each category, and how many 
more or less are in one category than in another. 

Geometry 
____ Distinguishes between defining attributes (e.g., triangles are closed and three-sided, versus 

non-defining attributes (e.g., color, orientation, overall size); builds and draws shapes to 
possess defining attributes. 

____ Composes two-dimensional shapes (rectangles, squares, trapezoids, triangles, half-circles, and 
quarter – circles) or three dimensional shapes (cubes, right rectangular prisms, right circular 
cones, and right circular cylinders) to create a composite shape, and composes new shapes 
from the composite shape. 

____ Partitions circles and rectangles into two and four equal shares, describes the shares using the 
words halves, fourths, and quarters, and uses the phrases half of, fourth of, and quarter of. 
Describes the whole as two of, or four of the shares. Understands for these examples that 
decomposing into more equal shares creates smaller shares. 

 
 


